*We decided to keep the German terms for the different school types and graduations, because they are not quite comparable to other countries` school systems. Gymnasium = school covering both the lower and upper secondary levels, in-depth general education aimed at the general higher education entrance qualification; Gesamtschule = type of school at the lower secondary level offering several grades of education leading to different qualifications; Realschule = school at the lower secondary level with extensive general education; Hauptschule = school at the lower secondary level with basic general education.
**Abitur = Secondary school qualification after 12 or 13 years of school education, which constitutes the general higher education entrance qualifications; Mittlere Reife = general education school, which leaves a certificate obtained on completion of grade 10 at the Realschule; Hauptschulabschluss = general education school that leaves a certificate obtained on completion of grade 9 at the Hauptschule.
